Colossians 3:16

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
teaching and admonishing one another

in all wisdom,
singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

The | Am Statements of Jesus

Two dangerous words: | am. Those two words almost got Jesus stoned. Jesus said, “Before Abraham was, I
am.” He was boldly identifying Himself as God. He was claiming to be older and greater than Abraham. In
the Gospel of John Jesus makes seven “I am” statements that each have staggering implications and make
incredible claims about who Jesus is. Some believed Him, some rejected Him. In the next seven devotionals
we encourage you to wrestle with what Jesus says about Himself and how that impacts your view of Him and
how it impacts your life.

Reflections from Scripture on I Am the Resurrection

John 11:25-27 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die,
yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” She said to
him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”

Romans 8:11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received: that Christ died for
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures,

I Corinthians 15:20-22 Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.
For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so
also in Christ shall all be made alive.

I Corinthians 15:54-58 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality,
then shall come to pass the saying that is written:

“Death is swallowed up in victory.”

“O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing
that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.

Philippians 3:8, 10-11 Indeed, | count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord ... that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings,
becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Philippians 3:20-21 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,
who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject
all things to himself.



I Thessalonians 4:13-14 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to
grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe
that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.

| Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

Revelation 1:17-18 Fear not; | am the first and last, says the Lord: | am he that lives, and was dead, and
behold, I am alive forevermore.

Hebrews 13:20-21 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do
his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Song

Psalm 59:16 But | will sing of your strength; | will sing aloud of your steadfast love in the morning. For you
have been to me a fortress and a refuge in the day of my distress.

[You can Google the hymn to hear it if you would like to sing along.]

| Serve a Risen Savior
| serve arisen Savior, He’s in the world today;
I know that He is living, whatever people say;
| see His hand of mercy, | hear His voice of cheer,
And every time I need Him He’s always near.

Refrain He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me
Along life’s narrow way.
He lives, He lives, salvation to impart!
You ask me how | know He lives?
He lives within my heart.

In all the world around me I see his loving care,

And though my heart grows weary, | never will despair;
I know that He is leading through all the stormy blast;
The day of His appearing will come at last. Refrain

Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian lift up your voice and sing
Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King!

The hope of all who seek him, the help of all who find,;
No other is so loving, so good and kind. Refrain

(“I Serve a Risen Savior” author A.H. Ackley, © 1933. Renewed 1961 Word Music, LLC, CCLI #358926, Streaming License #20317932)

Prayer
I1 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, who are called by my Name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.

“Resurrection” A prayer from The Valley of Vision

O God of my Exodus,

Great was the joy of Israel’s sons,
when Egypt died upon the shore,
Far greater the joy



when the Redeemer’s foe lay crushed in the dust.
Jesus strides forth as the victor,
conqueror of death, hell, and all opposing might;
He bursts the bands of death,
tramples the powers of darkness down,
and lives for ever.
He, my gracious surety,
apprehended for payment of my debt,
comes forth from the prison house of the grave
free, and triumphant over sin, Satan, and death.
Show me herein the proof that his vicarious offering is accepted,
that the claims of justice are satisfied,
that the devil’s sceptre is shivered,
that his wrongful throne is levelled.
Give me the assurance that in Christ | died,
in him | rose,
in his life I live, in his victory | triumph,
in his ascension I shall be glorified.
Adorable Redeemer,
thou who wast lifted up upon a cross
art ascended to highest heaven.
Thou, who as Man of sorrows
wast crowned with thorns,
art now as Lord of life wreathed with glory.
Once, no shame more deep than thine,
no agony more bitter,
no death more cruel.
Now, no exaltation more high,
no life more glorious,
no advocate more effective.
Thou art in the triumph car leading captive
thine enemies behind thee.
What more could be done than thou hast done!
Thy death is my life,
thy resurrection my peace,
thy ascension my hope,
thy prayers my comfort.



