Devotional 2021

Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one
another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your
hearts to God.

The I Am Statements of Jesus.

Two dangerous words: | am. Those two words almost got Jesus stoned. Jesus said, “Before
Abraham was, [ am.” He was boldly identifying Himself as God. He was claiming to be older
and greater than Abraham. In the Gospel of John Jesus makes seven “I am” statements that each
have staggering implications and make incredible claims about who Jesus is. Some believed
Him, some rejected Him. In the next seven devotionals we encourage you to wrestle with what
Jesus says about Himself and how that impacts your view of Him and how it impacts your life.

Reflections from Scripture on Jesus’ statement “1 Am the Light of the World.”

John 8:12 Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

John 1:4-9 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He
was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9 The true light, which gives light to
everyone, was coming into the world.

John 3:18-21 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this
is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the
light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and
does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true
comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.”

John 9:5 As long as | am in the world, I am the light of the world.

John 12:35-36 So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk
while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does not
know where he is going. 36 While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become
sons of light.”

John 12:46 | have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain
in darkness.

Il Corinthians 4:4-6 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers,
to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your
servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.



Revelation 21:22-25 | saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and
the Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it
light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth
will bring their glory into it, 25 and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no
night there.

Matthew 5:14-16 You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do
people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.
16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

Song

Psalm 59:16 But I will sing of your strength; I will sing aloud of your steadfast love in the
morning. For you have been to me a fortress and a refuge in the day of my distress.

[You can Google the hymn to hear it if you would like to sing along.]
Shine, Jesus, Shine

Lord, the light of your love is shining

In the midst of the darkness, shining
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us
Set us free by the truth you now bring us
Shine on me, shine on me.

Shine, Jesus, shine

Fill this land with the Father's glory
Blaze, Spirit, blaze

Set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow

Flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth your word

Lord, and let there be light.

Lord, | come to your awesome presence
From the shadows into your radiance

By the blood | may enter your brightness
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness
Shine on me, shine on me.

As we gaze on your kingly brightness

So our faces display your likeness

Ever changing from glory to glory
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story
Shine on me, shine on me.

Prayer



Il Chronicles 7:14 If my people, who are called by my Name, will humble themselves and pray
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive
their sin and heal their land.

Prayer by Cardinal John Henry Newman, 1833

Lead, kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom, lead Thou me on!
The night is dark, and | am far from home; lead Thou me on!
Keep Thou my feet; | do not ask to see

The distant scene; one step enough for me.

| was not ever thus, nor prayed that Thou shouldst lead me on;
| loved to choose and see my path; but now lead Thou me on!
| loved the garish day, and, spite of fears,

Pride ruled my will. Remember not past years!

So long Thy power hath blest me, sure it still will lead me on.
O’er moor and fen, o’er crag and torrent, till the night is gone,
And with the morn those angel faces smile, which |

Have loved long since, and lost awhile!

Meantime, along the narrow rugged path, Thyself hast trod,
Lead, Savior, lead me home in childlike faith, home to my God.
To rest forever after earthly strife

In the calm light of everlasting life.



