First Christian Reformed Church
Lynden, Washington
July 31, 2022 — 10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Call to Worship: Psalm 113:1-3
Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD!
Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore!
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the LORD is to be praised!

God’s Greeting

Praise the Lord, His Glories Show
Praise the Lord, God’s glories show, Alleluia!
Saints within God’s courts below, Alleluia!
Angels round the throne above, Alleluia!
All that see and share God’s love, Alleluia!

Earth to Heaven and Heaven to earth, Alleluia!

Tell the wonders, sing God’s worth, Alleluia!

Age to age and shore to shore, Alleluial
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You Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim

You servants of God, your Master proclaim,

And publish abroad his wonderful name;

The name, all victorious, of Jesus extol:

His kingdom is glorious, he rules over all.

“Salvation to God, who sits on the throne!”

Let all cry aloud and honor the Son;

The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,

Fall down on their faces and worship the Lamb.

Then let us adore and give him his right:

All glory and power, all wisdom and might,

All honor and blessing with angels above
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O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing

O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise,

The glories of my God and King, the triumphs of His grace!

Jesus! The name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease,
‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears, “tis life and health and peace.

He breaks the power of cancelled sin, He sets the prisoner free:
His blood can make the foulest clean, His blood availed for me.
(O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” words by Charles Wesley and music by Carl. G. Glasser, © 1976 Paragon Associates, Inc., CCLI #358926, Streaming 20317932)
Call to Confession: Psalm 79:8-9
Do not remember against us our former iniquities;
let your compassion come speedily to meet us, for we are brought very low.
Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name;
deliver us, and atone for our sins, for your name's sake!

Prayer of Confession

Assurance: Galatians 5:22-25
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law.
And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.



Breathe on Me, Breath of God
Breathe on me, breath of God, fill me with life anew,
That | may love what Thou dost love,
And do what Thou wouldst do.

Breathe on me, breath of God, until my heart is pure,
Until with Thee | will one will, to do and to endure.

Breathe on me, breath of God, till I am wholly Thine,
Untll this earthly part of me glows with Thy fi re divine.

(Breathe on Me, Breath of God™ words by Edwin Hatch music by Robert Jackson Public Domain CCLI #358926 Str g License #20317932)

Offertory Prayer
Offering: Christian School Tuition Assistance
Morning Prayer

Sweet Hour of Prayer
Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, Thy wings shall my petition bear
To Him whose truth and faithfulness engage the waiting soul to bless:
And since He bids me seek His face, believe His Word, and trust His grace,
I’ll cast on Him my every care, and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer.

(“Sweet Hour of Prayer” words by W. W. Walford, 1845, Public Domain, CCLI# 358926 Streaming License #20317932)

Scripture: Acts 23:12-35 (ESV)
2\When it was day, the Jews made a plot and bound themselves by an oath neither to eat nor drink till they had killed
Paul. * There were more than forty who made this conspiracy. * They went to the chief priests and elders and said,
“We have strictly bound ourselves by an oath to taste no food till we have killed Paul. *> Now therefore you, along with
the council, give notice to the tribune to bring him down to you, as though you were going to determine his case more
exactly. And we are ready to kill him before he comes near.”
1 Now the son of Paul's sister heard of their ambush, so he went and entered the barracks and told Paul. *" Paul called
one of the centurions and said, “Take this young man to the tribune, for he has something to tell him.” *® So he took
him and brought him to the tribune and said, “Paul the prisoner called me and asked me to bring this young man to
you, as he has something to say to you.”
8 The tribune took him by the hand, and going aside asked him privately, “What is it that you have to tell me?” *° And
he said, “The Jews have agreed to ask you to bring Paul down to the council tomorrow, as though they were going to
inquire somewhat more closely about him. ** But do not be persuaded by them, for more than forty of their men are
lying in ambush for him, who have bound themselves by an oath neither to eat nor drink till they have killed him. And
now they are ready, waiting for your consent.”
2250 the tribune dismissed the young man, charging him, “Tell no one that you have informed me of these things.”
2 Then he called two of the centurions and said, “Get ready two hundred soldiers, with seventy horsemen and two
hundred spearmen to go as far as Caesarea at the third hour of the night.
24 Also provide mounts for Paul to ride and bring him safely to Felix the governor.” ® And he wrote a letter to this
effect: ®“Claudius Lysias, to his Excellency the governor Felix, greetings.
" This man was seized by the Jews and was about to be killed by them when | came upon them with the soldiers and
rescued him, having learned that he was a Roman citizen. ?And desiring to know the charge for which they were
accusing him, 1 brought him down to their council. % | found that he was being accused about questions of their law,
but charged with nothing deserving death or imprisonment. * And when it was disclosed to me that there would be a
plot against the man, | sent him to you at once, ordering his accusers also to state before you what they have against
him.”
31 S0 the soldiers, according to their instructions, took Paul and brought him by night to Antipatris. 3 And on the next
day they returned to the barracks, letting the horsemen go on with him.
¥ When they had come to Caesarea and delivered the letter to the governor, they presented Paul also before
him. 3 On reading the letter, he asked what province he was from. And when he learned
that he was from Cilicia, * he said, “I will give you a hearing when your accusers arrive.” And he commanded him to
be guarded in Herod's praetorium.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Message: Plot to Kill Paul



Christ Be My Leader
Christ be my leader by night as by day;
Safe through the darkness for He is the Way.
Gladly I follow, my future His care,
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there.

Christ be my teacher in age as in youth,
Drifting or doubting, for He is the Truth.
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand,
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus | stand.

(“Christ Be My Leader” words by Timothy Dudley-Smith; music Irish melody © words 1961, 1964 Hope Publishing Company; music Public Domain CCLI #358926 Streaming License #20317932)

God’s Blessing

Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. Amen.

(“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” words by Thomas Ken and music traditional Black gospel, © Public Domain, CCLI #358926, Streaming #20317932)

Pastors: Mike B, Robert W
Prayer: Matt H, Wes V
Music: Lee V

Offering will be received for Christian School Tuition Assistance. Christian School
Assistance is used to help cover tuition cost of First church families who send their
children to Christian schools.

Nursery is available with a paging system for children under 3 years during worship service in
the Education Building.

Children’s Church is available for children 3 years — 3 grade. Children are dismissed to the
Education Building during the service.

Worship services are also broadcast live in the church basement and streamed online for
anyone unable to worship in the sanctuary.

An assistive listening system is available in the sanctuary; to use this system, switch hearing
aids to “T”.
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