First Christian Reformed Church
Lynden, Washington
November 27, 2022 — 6:00 p.m. Worship Service

Call to Worship: Psalm 24:7-10
Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King of glory?
The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle!
Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King of glory?
The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory!

Opening Prayer

The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want
The Lord’s my shepherd, I’1l not want; He makes me down to lie
In pastures green; He leadeth me the quiet waters by.

My soul He doth restore again, and me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness, e’en for His own name’s sake.

Goodness and mercy all my life shall surely follow me,
Aln(di inh(l}g)(ui’s house foreverdmd(;reP my dycvutes!!gizpsg pILaC(zm%QgII be.
Christ Our Hope in Life and Death
What is our hope in life and death? Christ alone, Christ alone.
What is our only confidence? That our souls to Him belong.
Who holds our days within His hand? What comes, apart from His command?
And what will keep us to the end? The love of Christ, in which we stand.

Refrain: O sing hallelujah! Our hope springs eternal;
O sing hallelujah! Now and ever we confess Christ our hope in life and death.

What truth can calm the troubled soul? God is good, God is good.

Where is His grace and goodness known? In our great Redeemer's blood.

Who holds our faith when fears arise? Who stands above the stormy trial?

Who sends the waves that bring us nigh unto the shore, the rock of Christ? Refrain

To God Be the Glory
To God be the glory, great things He hath done!
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son,
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin
And opened the lifegate that all may go in.

Refrain: Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear His voice.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice.
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,
And give Him the glory, great things He hath done.

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
To every believer the promise of God;
The vilest offender who truly believes,
That moment from Jesus a pardon re(C:Ceixgess. Refoge;izp
Profession of Faith: The Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 62-64
But why cannot our good works be the whole or part of our righteousness before God?
Because the righteousness which can stand before the judgment-seat of God, must be perfect throughout and
wholly conformable to the divine law; but even our best works in this life are all imperfect and defiled with sin.
Do our good works merit nothing, even though it is God’s will to reward them in this life and in that which is to come?
The reward comes not of merit, but of grace.
But does not this doctrine make men careless and profane?
No, for it is impossible that those who are implanted into Christ by true faith,
should not bring forth fruits of thankfulness.



Offering: Benevolence
Evening Prayer

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in Thee.

Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art;
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

Born Thy people to deliver, born a Child and yet a King;
Born to reign in us forever, now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
(“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” words by Charles Wesley music by Psalmodia Sacra adapt. Henry J. Gaunlett, des. John Wilson, Public Domain descant © 1983 Hope Publishing Co. CCLI #358926 Streaming License #20317932)

Scripture: Luke 2:36-38
% And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having
lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, ¥ and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She
did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. *® And coming up at that very hour
she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Message: Anna the Prophetess

Love Has Come!
Love has come a light in the darkness!
Love explodes in the Bethlehem skies.
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it;
Hear how their song of joy arises: Love! Love!
Born unto you, a Savior! Love! Love!
Glory to God on high.

Love has come He never will leave us!

Love is life everlasting and free.

Love is Jesus within and among us;

Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. Love! Love!
Love is the gift of Christmas; Love! Love!

Praise to You, God on high!

(“Love Has Come!” words by Ken Bible; Music French carol melody; attributed to Saboly, 17" c.; arranged by Tom Fettke; text © 1996 and this arr. © 1996 by Integrity’s Hosanna! Music CCLI #358926 Streaming License #2031793)

God’s Blessing

Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

(“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” words by Thomas Ken and music Louise Bourgeois, © Public Domain, CCLI #358926, Streaming License #20317932)

Pastors: Mike B, Robert W
Music: Nancy Z

Offering will be received for the Benevolence Fund, which is used to help local people and families in
times of need. For more information talk to any deacon.
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